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CONTAIN YOURSELF

A cool veneer of effortlessness blesses Torbjorn Rodland’s photography, yet very rarely are the
origins candid. Plotted and performed, sometimes with collaborators, the Los Angeles-based
photographer’s compositions push viewers to look past clichés and instead at the strange—and
its subtler cousin, the uncanny. At Rodland’s upcoming March show at David Kordansky
Gallery in Los Angeles, “Pain in the Shell,” the artist turns the skin of expectation inside out.

¢ THE SHOW’S TITLE REFERS TO GHOST IN THE SHELL, the 1995 CYBERPUNK
ANIME FILM, AND THE CONCEPTUAL PROJECT IT INSPIRED, “NO GHOST JUST A
SHELL,” BY PHILIPPE PARRENO AND PIERRE HUYGHE. The title is typically introduced
late in the process. It helps me in the finishing stages of deciding what to include in a show.
HOW DO YOU KNOW WHICH
ONES YOU’LL PRINT? [ usually
know as soon as I get my film back
which images will work for a book

or an exhibition. BUT THERE IS
SOMETHING HERE ABOUT
SHELLS AND GUTS. THE APPLE,
FOR INSTANCE. The insides are
moving out and the outside is moving
in. ONE IMAGE THAT STRUCK
ME WAS THE COUPLE IN THE
AWOKEN CONSCIENCE, (2019).
HOW DO YOU MEET COUPLES?
One of my recurring motifs is a couple
with a negotiable or unsettled power
balance. For a long time, I would
construct these unequal couples, but
this photograph resulted from an open
call for existing couples. HOW DO
YOU FEEL ABOUT INSTAGRAMz?
If my images cannot stand out among
everybody else’s, I'm doing something
wrong.
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