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So, funk...
My dad would buy mix CDs from the dude at the bank “round
the corner. He always had P-Funk. I think about funk and what
it means — and it means so much. Ihmugh you it’s destination:
it’s outer spaces it's underwater; it's painl the White House black;
it’s pyramids: it's outlits: it’s freedom.
IUs social, you know! Metaphorically, just freedom from all of it
IUs anything it needs to be, you know, to help yvou live. To get over
the hump. s a ehythm, They say dance on the water and not gel
wel. You seen these people, they could maneuver through the
ghetto and not even been seen. don’t get in no trouble. Even il
they don’t live there, certain people just know how to mingle with
Now-through and get a good vibe with everybody. Then vou got the
funk. You can actually “use the foree Luke” Kinda-type-thing. And
people party. When there’s music evervbody join in that pockel.
When it’s social they just hang loose and relate to cach other
and don’t lear each other. You know, and trying to respeet. It comes
natural. You don’t think of defending voursell fivst. Lot ol places
you go ean make you say, “1 gotta wateh my back.” But when you're
not threatened Nou can also k:'t'p alol ui'l|ll‘(';l1l>r|illg I|1irlg.~\ away
from you — when you know how to be non-threatening, you know?
And usually a happy face is non-threatening,

I also think ol how you guys were aesthetic game-changers in so
many ways. ()h\mnul\ I wasn't there, but 've watehed as much as
I can on ‘qu lube: | hear stories [rom people that saw your Funk
operas, in 77 at the Coliseum for example. My dad 1e Als this greal
story of you guys and all the, like, P-Funk Dignitaries coming oul
and waving the flag. You know, all of this stull.
The one nation flag! We had our little hrothers play in the band.,
which was Funkadelic. Then Bootsy Collins, guitarvist) pops up. So
they got they own band. So it’s like ten of us and ten of them. So
there was twenty ol us now. So it becomes a thang. 16's no longer
Just a group singing. 1t was a show. And we had 1o put on a show.
You know, we saw Pink Flovd do 7he Wall. And we saw the
Beatles do Sgr. Pepper. They were like pop operas, rock operas, We
said we were going to do a funk opera. "Cause we knew evervhbody
in Hair. They copied us when they did Hair. They copied the way
we dressed. You know, we was already funky black Kids, dudes ina
tight band from Motown. So they pretty much did the same kind
of look. And after that, I said — when | changed from Parliament
1o Funkadelic, with the sheets and diapers — when it was time 1o
chan 1.1 had 1o go back 1o glitter I wasn’t going back to
the suits. | had to get the spaceship and all the leather
costumes, Like a Broadway play. We get Larry LeGaspi, who did
the costumes [or Kiss and all those Broadway playvs. He made our
costumes. He made Pani LaBelle's,

e ag,

and those

Wow. And so in the universe ol all that, with like 90 million
of you guys and all this beautilul energy, how do you wri
song? How do you come up with characters? Are you guys just
freestyling ol of it?
Yeah, [reestvling. They come up with a track or a groove. Then

¢ just design shit around it. You know, sometimes I'll have a
~«ur|'r.|h1-(u|\ that 1 did a:u;mf’fr.* like “[More Than) knee Deep™
_.h.|||g:-. She's H_f.r: ke, Never miss a love beat., \u-"_ﬂ;.\-" knee t['r‘f,'). She
was totally deep when she did the freak with me.

L used to sing that fishing. I never thought about recording.
Because it went there, *Round and round the Moor we danced,”
as awallz, So | riglll':'l! you can’l it that on no record, And
one ol the guys in the band say. “You need to record that, man.”
I said, but i's % time, vou know. He said, “1t can be arranged,
man.” He had me do it a capella on a tape, and then he come
back with the music all finished. And all 1 had to do was sing it,
just like I was singing belore.

«a

How did you come up with the characters? There are so
many...
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When we get a concept like Wotor Booty Affair — underwater
hoogie, all the different fish-related jokes —once you starl

it, evervbody's got a joke. You throw a coneept up in the air
and people just. ping. throw shit atit. The stupider it gets, the
funnier it gets. How far can you make it outlandish and still
relate to what we talking about? So, you know, metaphors and
puns. Just hang loose. You have to be sharp. Sometimes we go
way oul there and make it relate — and dumb at the same time.

So, Trombipulation... why did you go 1o Egypt? I think 1 know,
but |_ius| want Lo Iu-:u'_\nn SHY il.

Well. that was Sir Nose. Sir Nose was teving Lo trace his Family
roots back to longer than Dr. Funkenstein, Dr. Funkenstein
cloned him, he don’t even know.,

Yeah, the Cro-Nasal Sapien?

The Cro-Nasal Sapien. You know what I'm saving? | leel like
that was a nice little concept. | was dealing with DNAL In "76
nobody knew what that was... cloning or DNAL they didn’
know nothing about DNA until O [Simpson’s teial. That's the
first time that became a subject, where people wanted to know
what’s a DNA. It became like the new fingerprint. Prior to that,
The Clones of Dr. Funkenstein was the only place yvou would have
heard of that. And 1 just found the book on a train, and 1 just
read the story, and just adapted it 1o something Dr. Funkenstein
would do. He would ereate people in his image...

And so, for this new tour, your last tour how does it feel?

Man it’s getting wild. They're trying 1o tell me 1 ean’t quit. You
know, it’s so much lun. Getting ready to go to Australia with the
Chili Peppers, coming back here 1o go out with Dumpster Funk,
hbone. Al man. Al damn. Galactica. The One Nation Under a
Croove tour!

So the legaey is going 1o continue?
They got an album oul... Wedicated Fraud Dogg

Oh, that’s erazy. So, what is the day-to-day going to be like for
you now that you're going 1o be off the road after this tour?
What are you excited to do? 1 know you love [ishing.

We're doing a cartoon thing, Dope Dogs. I1's about these dogs
and they all have a different relationship to dope. One is a
police, one works with the dope dealer. one is the laboratory
dog where they test drugs on him. So you got all these dogs and
when ”[l‘l\ gel tngvlhvl‘ Illl-_\ Lry to t'|l:|||:l_ft' stjt‘it'l},

When does that come out?

Well, we just got done talking to the different companies about
it you know! We gol the [ln]l( 1] {I”i" LL5s. Customs [}{lp(' T}(rg
knamed Buster. Like most dope sniffing dogs he has a habit,
ed 1o have a habit because they track them like a rabbit up
the coastline. K9 (!nin' i|ug retriever receiver ol the g{ﬂ(h-ll Hse
award. 1ing in on the cash. never do he do a line on the line
of duty. He's a dope dog. A LS. Castoms dope dog. Tracking
the smells and tacking and tracking down the cartel. Big dope.
Never a gram, o-z or kilo too low kev. Gol to be tons of people
below, bells of lumber. Other dogs don’t have 1o smell. Big
Banks, banking all the dirty money. but not stinky. As the wind
Blows he gets a snill and just follows his nose.

Well. thank you. You are one of my biggest
didn’t wateh eartoons, 1 listened to Funkadelie. It made me
want to make Art and sculptures and black mermaids and
waterlalls, va know?

Damn.

I know you get that all the time, but thank you.
Thank yeu.
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